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Huddersfield Motor Club
July 2017 Newsletter
www.huddersfieldmc.co.uk

Electronic Newsletter E34.
The season is underway …. And some days, the Sun
manages to shine.

Monday Events, Hillclimb News, Blyton, page 4.

Blyton Events, page 5.

Ted’s Marshal’s Column, page 6.

Wipers, First Timers, page 7.

Announcements, page 10.

Contacts, page 11.

See you at The Flower Pot WF14 8NN
Map 110: 203191 every Monday at 9.00pm.
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Monday Night Events

8th May was the first stadium A/T with 14 runners, Tim Sugden took FTD 
and the Solo whilst Gerald H, topped  the A/T; 12th June was no 2 with 16
entries – Steve Haig in his Westie came best O/A and 1st in the Solo, with
Graham C. topping the A/T; 10 July was our 3rd, only 9 entries Andy 
Wood taking the O/A and the A/T, with James Crosland topping the Solo 
– Tim dropping to 2nd & 3rd O/A and discovering what WO means; 14th 
Aug is the 4th A/T, with a possible 5th in Sept tba; 11th Dec is the Annual 
Quiz.

SMC had an A/T in May – HMC had 7 of 12 entries, Andy Wood taking
top honours.

Hillclimb News

Harewood

Sat 6th May featured lots of Ferraris, but only Michael McErlain showed 
the HMC flag, finishing 2nd in class with a 73.36. Andy’s mate Leon won 
the prize for Longest Oil Slick Ever when his sump plug came adrift! 
FTD was 54.98 by John Chacksfield’s OMS. Sun 7th May was the MSA 
Champ w/e so we had no one, but Leon had a new plug and fresh oil and 
took “a in 66.08. FTD was Will Hall’s 50.48, whilst he and Trevor Willis 
took one Run-off each; Sat 3rd June was Vintage with a host of interesting 
vehicles ,FTD was Fyrth Crosse with his Dempster Ensign LNF3 in 
62.77,   Sun 4th had Morgans, TRs & Astons, in 2a Bill was 4th with 75.75 
& Carol 5th in 77.89 whilst Michael McErlain was 2nd in his class with 
72.95,, FTD was again John Chacksfield in 53.82; Sat 1st July, we only 
had Michael McErlain, again 2nd in 71.55, with an FTD of 51,73 by 
Robert Kendrick’s Raptor2. Sun 2nd July we had no one, FTD went to 
Richard Speeding with 49.19 in the Raptor borrowed from Les Mutch. 
Trevor Willis & Scott Moran took a Run-off each; Sat/Sun 5/6th Aug; Sun 
27th Aug; Sat/Sun 16. /17th Sept.

School Dates, 27th July, and 17th Aug.
Scammonden

14th May MGCC, In SC, Harry Mathews set a new record with 29.74. In 
2a, Martin Walker’s 26.37 beat Luke Powell into 2nd with a 29.74. FTD 
was 24.29 by Joe Cross in the Impreza; 16th July Mid Chesh; SAT 12th 
Aug Pendle.

Marshals are always needed – contact Stuart Holland.

Huddersfield Autojumbles

17th Sept; 29th Oct; 26th Nov & 31st Dec.
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Blyton 2017

Once  again  we  are  having  a  series  of  Test-Days  at  Blyton  Cicuit  in
Lincolnshire. Limited to 15 cars, which can be share driven, the cost is
£90 for a 9-5 day, with an hour for lunch, which gives even the diehards
as many laps as can be sensibly driven.

Mondays:  31st July & 18th September.

Book your places through Stuart Holland. Then simply turn up wearing 
your sensible head fitted with good crash helmet, test your car and skills.

The Kirkwood Hospice/HMC Challenge 2017.

The Challege at Blyton on Monday 31st July is now formaly renamed as:

The Kirkwood Hospice/HMC 1206 Mile Challenge 2017

In achieving the 1000 miles last year, we actually went on to 
complete 1206 by close of play at 5pm, so it is only right that we should 
seek be make the new mark. An appropriate sticker has been produced an 
should the target be reached – or ideally bettered – all those who 
contribute laps will again receive said sticker.

As the name suggests, we have agreed to raise funding for the 
Hospice. See Stuart H. if you still need sponsorship forms – No Excuses 
please.

See you there, bring plenty of Fuel.

For more details of the Challenge, check back to page 6 of issue E33.
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Rally Marshals Column.

Want to help on a motor rally ??  Easy !  Anyone can become involved, 
and without prior training, but the MSA does provide local-ish training 
for those who wish to become more proficient in the sport.  Motor sport 
will not continue without the help and support of ordinary club members 
throughout the country, who have the time and interest to personally 
assist in running motor sport in the UK.  If you would like to be involved,
all you have to do is drop me an email, and I will take you through it.  
tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com

Any further info on any of the following events can be obtained from 
either me, the rally web site, or the stage commander requesting the 
assistance.  The following may not be in date order.  If anyone needs any 
further info, please email me at tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com  or 
ring 07778 241170.

A full fixture list can be found at www.silkrallyradio.biz and also I can 
recommend www.ianhardy.net/british_rally_calendar 

2017 Listings below:

Please remember that I have taken these from various other fixture lists, 
and that it is possible that some dates may alter, so please check for 
alterations before booking time off etc.

16/7          Scam Hill Climb
31/7          HMC Blyton.  1206 miles.
6/8            Derbyshire Bikes.
6/8            Tyneside
12/8          Scam Hill Climb
14/8          Autotest
18-19/8     Ulster
27/8          Dales Classic Run
3/9            Man Nantwich Bikes
9/9            Galloway Hills
10/9          Pendragon (New date)
18/9          HMC Blyton
29-30/9    Trackrod
13-15/10    Mull (Cancelled)
22/10         Cheviot
27-29/10    WRGB
4/11            Malton Forest
10-13/11     Roger Albert, Newcastleton Stage, Monday morning.
2/12            Grizedale

Ted,
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Wipers First Timers.  June 2017. 

Well, once again motor sport abroad sent out the call to HMC members.
What would they do without us.  Some returned to LeMans, where they
all "enjoyed"  weather so hot the bars were watering the customers with
trigger sprays, and a thrilling race, exciting to the end.  Our group, me
and Pat, M and B, and Steve W, advanced for the first time, to the Poppy
Fields of Flanders, in support of the first running of the Belgian round of
the BRC.   That's  the British Rally Championship, not the Belgian Rally
Championship, and yes it was confusing, as both were there! 
We started the week late morning on the Monday, and our convoy of
two motored down to Kent via the A1 and the M11, having a trouble free
run up to a few miles short of the QE2 bridge at Dartford when we hit
the worlds longest car park, the M25.
Just  to  confuse  us,  M.  DuBois  casually  asked  if  we  had  opened  an
account for the toll on the bridge ?  Apparently there were now no toll
booths, so we could not pay on the day, and it had to be done on-line
within twenty four hours, or mega fines followed.  Now was not the best
time to find that out !  
I only know how to use my phone to ring people up, but fortunately we
stood still long enough for Steve to add our reg numbers to his account,
so we think we are ok.
As it was our first trip to this event, we thought it a good idea to stay
overnight on this side of the channel, so we would have a full day on the
other side to camp and sort stuff out, so we booked into a field at the
Wagon and Horses, in a village called Charing, about an hour from Dover.
Super spot, flat field with electric, nice pub, excellent meals.
Tuesday morning, 8am start, tea and go, Sooty van and Scooby van rolled
down to Dover docks, where I kindly tested the terrorist attack alarms at
passport  control  for  them.   We  three  in  our  van  checked  in  ok,  the
barrier went up and I drove through, not noticing the "No pedestrians"
and the "Stay in your vehicle or be shot" signs.
As I went under the barrier, and Brian followed me up to the window, I
heard a metallic clang and scrapey scrapey noise.  Brians' exhaust had
dropped off !
Margaret instantly confirmed this over the radio.  Ok says I, I'll come and
have a look.  
So I got out.
Talk about go noisy ! Sirens, klaxons, rounds being chambered, tea being
spilled, you name it, I heard it.   Undaunted I proceeded to take cover
under Brian's van, and yes, the end rubber had split and dropped the tail
pipe onto the ground.
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"Ok I can fix it" I said to the passport man, can we stop at the other side,
won't take a minute.   At  the reply "Yes ok",  I  ducked back under the
barrier, and in a hail of bullets and seagull shit, I made it back to our van.
Four cable ties later, and we were on our way again.
The  ten  o'clock  DFDS  ferry  went  like  clockwork,  but  it  was  probably
diesel,  and in  two hours  we arrived in  Dunkirk  at  one o'clock.   After
about  an  hours  drive,  plus  a  long  lunch  break  etc,  we  were  at  the
campsite auto check-in machine trying to understand Flingish, and not
much later the first beers were open.  Luckily there was an Aldi just up
the road.
Now, I don't mind a bit of sun, but we had driven down England on one
of the hottest days of the year, and now being further south, it was 38
outside, and 39 in the van, and it was hot!  Yes very.  The big electric fan I
had put in at the last minute was losing the battle.  It just moved the
heat round, a bit like a fan oven.  We were all evenly cooked. 
Wednesday was taken up looking round the stuff in Ypres, an interesting
tour round the museum, and a climb up the bell tower.  Looking down at
the town square it was obvious that the rally was going to take over the
whole town centre in a complete way.  
Later  we attended the very  moving  "Last  Post"  ceremony,  held  every
night  at  8pm,  under  the  Menin  Gate  Arch.   Every  night  since  1928.
Complete  silence  from  hundreds  of  people,  including  many  school
parties, and many people from around the world.  Even after a hundred
years,  the  memory  continues.   My  feelings  are  hard  to  describe,  my
Grandads brother died in that war.  His name will be somewhere in that
arch.  I still have the letter from KG5.
When the last notes of the bugles had died away,  we headed for the
nearest bar, only to find that Phil Reece, the C in C of the Brit Marshal
Force had beaten us to it.  He tried to tell us where we had to go for the
briefing, but the "where" was a bit vague.  The same place as last year
was no help at all. 
Thursday  playing  the  touroid  again,  but  the  Passendale  museum  at
Zonnebeke  was  excellent.   Went  to  watch  a  bit  of  the  shakedown
Thursday afternoon.  Was good !
 Anyway, Friday morning came and we found our meeting, got briefed, I
think, and confirmed our presence, and were given a CB radio and twig.
Needn't have bothered, the damn thing only spoke Flemish and French.
Our first stage was 3, Dikkebus 1, first car at 1748, so UK procedure was
followed, and we signed on at the start with English speaking Mrs Stage
Commander, were given post 13, M and B getting 36.  We were obviously
in front of  the road closer,  so there was no ribbon (that's  foreign for
tape)  up,  so  we were  just  going  to  follow  the  arrows.   No  problem.
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Actually there was a bit of a problem.  There were no arrows.  They don't
use them.  Fortunately we had a stage plan, so we found our cabbage
field eventually.
Spectator ribbon was already up etc, so we put the kettle on, and the
Banner up.
The spectator rule over there is very simple but strict, 10mtrs away, or 30
if it's a straight on.  The safety helicopter flies the stage about half an
hour before first car.  If he waves at you with a red flag, you have ten
minutes to shoot the offending speckies.  If when he comes back, you get
another red flag, everybody on that stage goes home.  Seems to work
well.
Our first run ended with car 22 rolling at the far side of our field, and
taking  down  a  power  pole  in  the  process.   The  helicopter  pounced,
medics turned up, and the kettle was back on.
By then, most of the quick Brits had already gone farming in the earlier
two stages.  Bogie and McCormac both on stage 1.  Probably looking for
the arrows!
Dikkebus 2, first car 2030.  Same ending, but this time it was car 50 in a
field, so we went for an early beer.
Saturday was going to be a long day. We signed on about 0830, and all
went to post 4, actually in the village of Mesen, on crowd control near
the fire station, with a couple of Frenchies.  Good view, well behaved
crowds, and the entire crew from the fire station.  Slight problem with
the language, but a lady very popular with the fire crew translated for us.
Translated  from  Belgish  to  something  nearly  as  hard  to  understand,
which turned out to be Belfast Irish.  We think she was married to at
least  one  of  the  firemen,  who  by  now  had  found  enough  garden
furniture  to  make  a  grandstand.   Some  spectacular wheel  lifting,
especially the Land Rovers.  Not often seen them waving a wheel in the
air escort fashion.  Very popular place, the rally using the town centre
and the main square.  Our last run, the Classics second time, started at
2035, and we got away about half nineish.  I was too dry to remember
the exact time, but when we got back to camp, the evening rabbits were
out, and so was the beer and malt.
Sometime during the day,  had a  phone call  from the  ferry  company.
Sorry the  ten o'clock ship has sunk,  so you have to come two hours
earlier for the 0800.  Sod !  That meant getting up about five.  Later on
had another phone call, sorry they had made a mistake, we were on the
1200, not the 0800, did I mind.  Did I mind an extra four hours in bed -
no, not really.

Hope you enjoyed Ted’s tale of Ypres.
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 Space can usually be found for the odd item – Don’t delay put pen to
paper, or fingers to keys without delay. 

Acting ED.

Mag content

If you feel your mag lacks Motorsport specific content – the answer is in 
your hands – make sure YOU supply reports and story to the Acting 
Editor.

Seen Harewood on 2nd July

Who are those Guys?
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Classified If any member wishes to advertise, just ask, it's free.

Wanted NEWSLETTER EDITOR, Apply within.

Website The HMC website is one of the best motor club sites around and
continues  to  get  better,  see  www.HuddersfieldMC.co.uk,  If  you
have anything of interest please mail it to the Webmaster via the site or
see James Hargreaves.

Useful Club Information: -
President               -  Graham Coates - 01924 493635   -  graham-coates@tiscali.co.uk
Chairman -  Andy Taylor -  07515 879888     -  caterhamsuperlight@gmail.com
Treasurer               -  Lindsay Coates -  07786 155051     -  lindsey-coates@tiscali.co.uk
General Secretary - Stuart Holland - 01484 646403 - stuartholland_18@yahoo.com
Competition Sec. - Graham Coates- 01924 493635 - graham-coates@tiscali.co.uk
Membership Sec.    -  B.Hollingworth - 01422 245825     -  b.hollingworth@talktalk .net
Press Officer - Volunteer Awaited
Newsletter Editor - THIS COULD BE YOU - stuartholland_18@yahoo.com
Chief Marshal - Ted Collins - 01422 247784    -  tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com
Child Protection -  Pat Collins -  01422 247784    -  tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com
Yorkshire Captain - Graham Coates- 01924 493635 - graham-coates@tiscali.co.uk

Newsletters are now published monthly, there are no strict deadlines – keep your items
pouring in.

Huddersfield Motor Club wishes to point out that opinions and comments in this newsletter
are not necessarily the views of the committee or of the Huddersfield Motor Club Ltd.

Mentioned in this Newsletter?

If you are listed or advertise in this Newsletter and there is an error in Telephone 
Number or Email Address etc, then please contact the Acting  Editor to arrange a 
correction - if we aren’t told, we don't know. The remedy is yours.

Likewise for committee members, if you don't advise a change of email address, 
your Minutes can't get through.

This bit of space is still reserved
for your contributions,
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Huddersfield Motor Club ... one of the best websites around !

www.huddersfieldmc.co.uk

Includes information about membership, social and sports
events, photo galleries, and regular meetings.
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