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Huddersfield Motor Club
Spring 2017 Newsletter
www.huddersfieldmc.co.uk

Electronic Newsletter E33.
The Sun has been sited, winter tune-ups are
complete – this year we will win, something.

Monday Events, Hillclimb News, Blyton, page 4.
KPM Sprint, Blyton, page 5.
Blyton Challenge - DB, page 6.
Polemic – DB, page 6.
Bucket List - RD, page 9.
Speed - RD, page 9.
Stadium A/Ts, page 11.
Ted’s Marshal’s Column, page 12.
Contacts, page 14.

See you at The Flower Pot WF14 8NN
Map 110: 203191 every Monday at 9.00pm.
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Monday Night Events
13th Feb Scatter saw 12 entries, the Win going to Deano & Gav, with Top
Novices Jimmy J. & Chris P.; 13th March Scatter had 7 teams out, Ian &
Rob B. with Gleds taking top honours, and joint Novice winners Richard
P.& Sherif M. and Steve & Helen Kaye.
With SMC we had some success – 7th March 1st HMC Graham & Lindsey
C. 4th o/a, 2nd Jimmy J. & Chris P. 5th o/a; 21st March 1st HMC Richard P.
& Sherif M. 7th o/a, Adam J. & Will L. 10th o/a, Steve & Helen K. 11th o/a
Luke P. & J. Nightingale 12th o/a.
Hillclimb News
Harewood
Sun 9th April Spring National, in 2a Andy T. 6th Bill S. 7th & Carol S. 8th
and Allan Scott taking a PB in Classic Sports cars; Sat/Sun 6/7 th May
MSA Champ; Sat/Sun3/4th June (Vintage Sat);
Sat/Sun 1/2nd July (MSA Sun); Sat/Sun 5/6th Aug; Sun 27th Aug;
Sat/Sun 16. /17th Sept.
School Dates, 22nd June, 27th July, and 17th Aug.
Scammonden
14th May MGCC; 16th July Mid Chesh; SAT 12th Aug Pendle.
Clean-up Day Sun. 7th May, 10.00am.
Marshals are always needed – contact Stuart Holland.
Huddersfield Autojumbles
17th Sept;29th Oct;26th Nov & 31st Dec..

Blyton 2017
Once again we are having a series of Test-Days at Blyton Cicuit in
Lincolnshire. Limited to 15 cars, which can be share driven, the cost is
£90 for a 9-5 day, with an hour for lunch, which gives even the diehards
as many laps as can be sensibly driven.
All are Mondays: 19th June, 31st July & 18th September.
Book your places through Stuart Holland. Then simply turn up wearing
your sensible head fitted with good crash helmet, test your car and skills.
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The Kirkwood Hospice/HMC1000 Mile Challenge 2017.
As you may know, the HMC 1000 Mile Challenge for 2017 will be held
at Blyton on the 31st of July. It’s to be run as a charity event in support of
the Kirkwood Hospice. Kirkwood is the Hospice for Kirklees, and cares
for people who need medical support near the end of their lives. It does
this in a sympathetic, comforting and individual manner, and is free to
anyone in need of its services.
The sponsorship forms and information leaflets for the above event have
now been printed, and so we are ready to go.
I hope that all participants of the Challenge (on the 31st. July 2017) will
be collecting sponsorship/donations. Those HMC members who are not
taking part on the track can also play a vital part in the Challenge by
collecting donations.
Volunteers can collect the donation forms and leaflets directly from
Stuart Holland or David Bland on Monday nights at the usual meetings at
the Flowerpot, or by post from the Club. (Through Stuart. Tel 01924
646403 or 07966501384). The proceeds and forms are to be returned to
the Club after the event on the 31st. July, so that a covering cheque can be
presented to the Hospice.
On behalf of the Hospice and everyone involved,
Thank you for your help.
David Bland.
Polemic
On last week’s BBC R4 “Any Questions” programme, one member of the
audience asked “Should the Government pay compensation to those
citizens who took their long standing advice to purchase diesel engined
cars and who now, through a complete volte-face of policy, see the value
of their investment plummet?”
Of, course the question was put tongue-in-cheek, because we all know
that no politician will ever admit a mistake and take responsibility for the
consequences of their diktats.
One of the young politicians on the panel said grandly, “Well, no,
personally I favour a Scrappage Scheme”.
Well, of course, it wouldn’t be their personal money paying for it and all
the other appallingly incompetent mistakes perpetrated by generations of
politicians!
OK, calm down a bit, and take a step back.
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The British Government has a very poor record when it comes to
making legislation intended to influence the general population’s
behaviour regarding its motorcars.
Take for example the RAC Nominal Horse Power calculation that the
Government first used to set the tax liable on different sized motorcars.
When this was instituted…in…1910, the calculation fairly well reflected
the actual performance of the engines of the time.
However, very soon the actual power produced by the Nation’s cars was
wildly outstripping the Nominal figure. But, in order to make cars with a
given size of engine as tax-efficient as possible, the manufacturers had to
produce engines with a freakily narrow bore and a gangly long stroke.
(Strangely, what we now consider a “Classic” engine.) For a given RPM,
these engines had very high piston speed and (piston) rate of acceleration.
In the end, they could not be considered reliable at the sustained high
road speeds that were required in countries such as the USA, so British
cars gained a reputation for being slow and unreliable, and fared very
badly against the cars of competing Nations.
The penny finally dropped for the Government’s Mandarins in…1947(!),
when the tax was changed to one that depended on engine size. This was
again changed in 1948, when the flat-rate tax was introduced. (If I was a
cynic, I might be tempted to comment, “well of course they would, since
the Mandarins probably all owned chauffeur driven Daimlers and
Rolls’s!”)
Look at those dates for a minute. The antiquated RAC rate was in force
for 37 years! Lets give them the benefit of, say, 10 years when the
farcical tax didn’t make a lot of difference. That’s still 27 years that the
Governments folly held back the design and development of the Nation’s
automobile industry. 27 years! And, because of industrial inertia and the
necessary lead time before drastic changes can be effected, the design of
the domestic car engine in Britain didn’t really begin to swing to a more
efficient and fit-for-purpose product until the mid ‘60’s. So that adds up
to about 47 YEARS before British engine design escaped the baleful
influence of the sainted British Treasury!
How much lost income for “Team GB” and revenue for the Government
(and therefore, us, does that represent? I dread to think… Thanks very
much, successive Chancellors, I don’t think.
To return to the present day. Funnily enough, I seem to remember the
occasion when I heard that the Government had jumped on the Diesel
bandwagon. I was driving down Clifton Common, listening to the car’s
radio. I forget exactly how the Gov. of the time had decided to
“persuade” us to buy diesel cars, but I do remember feeling somewhat
incredulous, since even I had heard of old research programmes that had
identified increased risk of cancer for workers who had, in the course of
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their work, to be in enclosed proximity to machines powered by Diesel
engines. In particular, trucks and forklifts used in warehouses, and large
Diesel-engined diggers and draglines, etc.
That was, how many years ago, now? I’m only a humble citizen, the
politicians and ministers are supposed to be well informed and on the
ball, intelligent and wise, the Nation’s crème de la crème. What went
wrong?
If the Government’s actions cause us harm, both physically and
financially, then they should pay. And the politicians responsible for
particular catastrophes should not be able to hide behind the cloak of
“collective responsibility”.
Two more of the politicians’ favourite defensive and catch-all phrases
are: “IT MUST BE RIGHT THAT…” and “UNINTENDED
CONSEQUENCES”.
The first one has about it the ring of the 1930’s dictatorships, and has
thankfully faded in popularity since the demise of the political, at any
rate, career of that nice Mr.Blair.
The second one still holds currency, and is a shamefully disingenuous
term. It is generally brought into play when a politician finds that plans
they have introduced have gone disastrously wrong. So much so, that
their career might be on the line. And what a tortology. If something’s
gone wrong, then of course it was UNINTENDED! DER!
But of course, the use of this phrase is deliberate. It almost implies a faint
apology, an asking for another chance. And of course, it lays no blame on
the perpetrator. He or she had acted under the “Best Advice” and had
exercised faultless logic in the preparation of the plan. In fact, it implies
that the fault for the plan’s failure lies with the people whom it was
intended to help! The politician can hardly be blamed for the
intransigence or ineptitude of the proles!
The phrase they SHOULD employ is “UNFORESEEN
CONSEQUENCES”. Because this implies that the negative consequences
of their actions could, and should have been foreseen! In fact, it opens the
possibility of accusations of, and possible court action to correct,
INCOMPETENCE. or NEGLIGENCE.
But we let them get away with this all the time! The people who examine
these politicians on our behalf every day, never seem to make this
distinction. Those whom I mean of course, are the radio and TV news and
current affairs presenters. They are usually so concerned to express their
own personalities and opinions to their beloved audiences that they seem
blissfully unaware of the subtleties of their own Mother Tongue. (Just
don’t get me going on that).
At least a privately brought court action would make our politicians think
twice before throwing their weight about like arrogant bullies, and
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perhaps might save us from having to listen to some tick-box educated 12
year-olds come out with staggeringly ignorant gems like “I prefer a
Scrappage Scheme, myself!”
DB 6 Mar 2017.

Here's one from the teen bucket list, see how far you can drive
without getting caught?
A 12-year-old boy who drove 1,300 kilometres across New South
Waleson his own in the family car was involved in a crash before he was
eventually stopped by highway patrol officers. The boy was en route to
Perth when he was pulled over at Broken Hill in far west NSW Austrailia.
He had left his home in Kendall, near Port Macquarie the day before.
“He’d taken the family car,” Detective Inspector Kim Fehon said. “His
parents reported him missing immediately after he left home, so they
were looking for him.” Officers were still investigating why the boy took
the car and attempted to cross the country. Highway patrol officers
stopped him after they noticed the car’s bumper dragging on the ground.
The car had suffered some damage, Fehon confirmed “So it appears [the
boy] did have an accident while driving,” she said.
The boy was arrested and taken to Broken Hill police station
before being released to his parents. The family were expected to arrive
back on the state’s mid north coast where the boy was due to be
questioned by local detectives there. It was likely he would be charged
under the Young Offenders Act over three offences, including failing to
pay for petrol and driving without a licence, police said.
RD.

Speed
Speeding fines are surrounded by myth, legend and hearsay. How fast do
you have to be going to get a ticket? Ask your pals in the pub, and you'll
get several different answers. How many points will you get on your
licence? Well from Monday, 24 April 2017 one thing is for sure the fines
have increased.
Honest John reports that 80 per cent of drivers don't know about the new,
tougher fines. You could end up paying many hundreds of pounds more
for more serious speeding. The National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC)
suggests police forces don’t prosecute until drivers exceed a margin of
error of 10 per cent of the speed limit to take into account driver
concentration, plus 2mph for speedometer error.
What’s the penalty? New speeding fines for April 2017, An FPN for
speeding will result in three points on your driving licence and a £100
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fine. However, if your speed was sufficiently high to land you in court –
or if you reject the FPN – the penalties could be much worse; the
maximum fine for speeding is £1,000 (or £2,500 on the motorway), and
your licence could be revoked.
It's worth noting that fines for speeding change on April 24, 2017 – it's a
complicated system, but here's a broad outline, starting with the three
main 'bands' of speeding.
Band A – This refers to the lowest level of speeding. For example, you
could be driving at between 21mph and 30mph in a 20mph zone, 31mph
to 40mph in a 30mph zone, or 71mph to 90mph on a 70mph road. You
can expect 3 points on your licence, and a fine of around 50% of your
weekly income.
Band B – This is for more serious cases of speeding. If you're in a 20mph
zone and you drive at 31mph to 40mph, or in a 40mph zone at 56mph to
65mph, or up to 100mph in a 70mph, that'll be a Band B fine. That means
4 to 6 points on your licence, or disqualification for between 7 and 28
days, plus a fine of 100% of your weekly income.
Band C – This is for the most egregious speeding. If you're doing 41mph
or above in a 20mph zone, 51mph or above in a 30mph zone, or above
100mph in a 70mph zone, that's a Band C fine. That means 6 points on
your licence or disqualification for between 7 and 56 days, as well as a
fine of 150% of your weekly income.
All of these fines are somewhat flexible. Mitigating circumstances (things
that could reduce the penalty) include the establishment of a genuine
emergency, a lack of previous convictions (or no relevant/recent
convictions) and "good character". Aggravating factors (things that could
increase the penalty) include certain previous convictions, speeding in
bad weather, speeding in a lorry, bus or taxi, speeding while towing,
speeding while driving for hire or reward, speeding with passengers, or
speeding somewhere particularly inappropriate, like near a school or
crowded shopping street.
Speed awareness courses
As an alternative to an FPN, most forces offer a speed awareness course.
This is a course that takes place on one day, and as its name suggests, is
intended to make participants more aware of their speed.
It’s offered only at the force’s discretion and cannot be requested. The
advantages are that you won’t get any points or a fine, but the
disadvantage is that you have to pay a hefty fee for your place on the
course. What’s more, some car insurers have now taken to asking
whether you have attended a course, and ramping up premiums if so, just
as they would if you had opted for the points.
RD.
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Stadium AutoTests/AutoSolos
The 2017 A/T season at the Stadium has 4 evenings beginning at 6.30pm.
All Mondays – 8th May, 12th June, 10th July & 14th August.
Entry by Clubcard presentation, no other licences required.
Marshals needed of course.
An evening of Fun, then back to the Flower Pot

Mag content
If you feel your mag lacks Motorsport specific content – the answer is in
your hands – make sure YOU supply reports and story to the Acting
Editor.
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Rally Marshals Column.

Roger Clark Rally………?
Will it….won't it. The forests have been full of talk about this one
coming back again. What I can say is that a route has been drawn up and
checked by the event Safety Officer, and some innovative ideas have
been put forward. But unfortunately it's not all good news.
The route will not be coming to Yorkshire unless there is a change of
heart from the Forestry Commission. They will not issue permission
because of "the proximity of another event" which, incidentally, does not
use the same stages as those requested. We are presuming they are
meaning the Malton which is scheduled for the 4th of November, which
is the weekend before the RAC.
On the plus side, the probability to allow the use of trailers to transport
competitors from one area to the next, has gone down very well, saving
lots of car mileage, not to mention fuel etc. As far as I can remember,
this is the first time this has been allowed. It opens an opportunity for
events to vastly increase the ratio of stage miles to road miles, which can
only be a good thing, and, in places where it's possible, they might be
able to use "untaxed" cars on multi-venue events. This can only be a step
in the right direction.
On the super-plus side, as of March 1st, 64, yes that’s sixty four, deposits
have been paid !
I think it's still a bit early to allocate stages to clubs yet, but please put the
10th to the 13th of November on your calendars just in case !
Ted.

Want to help on a motor rally ?? Easy ! Anyone can become involved,
and without prior training, but the MSA does provide local-ish training
for those who wish to become more proficient in the sport. Motor sport
will not continue without the help and support of ordinary club members
throughout the country, who have the time and interest to personally
assist in running motor sport in the UK. If you would like to be involved,
all you have to do is drop me an email, and I will take you through it.
tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com
Any further info on any of the following events can be obtained from
either me, the rally web site, or the stage commander requesting the
assistance. The following may not be in date order. If anyone needs any
further info, please email me at tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com or
ring 07778 241170.
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A full fixture list can be found at www.silkrallyradio.biz and also I can
recommend www.ianhardy.net/british_rally_calendar
2017 Listings below:
Please remember that I have taken these from various other fixture lists,
and that it is possible that some dates may alter, so please check for
alterations before booking time off etc.
29-30/4
8/5
13/5
14/5
20/5
21/5
29/5
10/6
11/6
12/6
19/6
23-24/6
24/6
9/7
9/7
10/7
16/7
31/7
6/8
6/8
12/8
14/8
18-19/8
27/8
3/9
9/9
10/9
18/9
29-30/9
13-15/10
22/10
27-29/10
4/11
10-13/11
2/12

Pirelli Rally
Stadium Autotest 1
Plains Rally
Scam Hill Climb
Scottsh Rally
Lindholme Classic
HMC Blyton Sprint
D Mac Carlisle
Man Liv Bikes
Stadium Autotest 2
HMC Blyton
Ypres
Argyle Stages, (Simon)
Man Blackpool Bikes
Greystoke
Stadium Autotest 3
Scam Hill Climb
HMC Blyton. 1000 miles
Derbyshire Bikes.
Tyneside
Scam Hill Climb
Stadium Autotest 4
Ulster
Dales Run
Man Nantwich Bikes
Galloway Hills
Pendragon
HMC Blyton
Trackrod
Mull
Cheviot
WR-GB
Malton Forest
Roger Albert
Grizedale
Ted.
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Classified

If any member wishes to advertise, just ask, it's free.

Wanted

NEWSLETTER EDITOR, Apply within.

Website The HMC website is one of the best motor club sites around and
continues to get better, see www.HuddersfieldMC.co.uk, If you
have anything of interest please mail it to the Webmaster via the site or
see James Hargreaves.
Useful Club Information: President
Chairman
Treasurer
General Secretary
Competition Sec.
Membership Sec.
Press Officer
Newsletter Editor
Chief Marshal
Child Protection
Yorkshire Captain

-

Graham Coates - 01924 493635 - graham-coates@tiscali.co.uk
Andy Taylor - 07515 879888 - caterhamsuperlight@gmail.com
Lindsay Coates - 07786 155051 - lindsey-coates@tiscali.co.uk
Stuart Holland - 01484 646403 - stuartholland_18@yahoo.com
Graham Coates- 01924 493635 - graham-coates@tiscali.co.uk
B.Hollingworth - 01422 245825 - b.hollingworth@talktalk .net
Volunteer Awaited
THIS COULD BE YOU
- stuartholland_18@yahoo.com
Ted Collins
- 01422 247784 - tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com
Pat Collins
- 01422 247784 - tedandpat@tedandpat2.plus.com
Graham Coates- 01924 493635 - graham-coates@tiscali.co.uk

Newsletters are now published monthly, there are no strict deadlines – keep your items
pouring in.
Huddersfield Motor Club wishes to point out that opinions and comments in this newsletter
are not necessarily the views of the committee or of the Huddersfield Motor Club Ltd.

Mentioned in this Newsletter?
If you are listed or advertise in this Newsletter and there is an error in Telephone
Number or Email Address etc, then please contact the Acting Editor to arrange a
correction - if we aren’t told, we don't know. The remedy is yours.
Likewise for committee members, if you don't advise a change of email address,
your Minutes can't get through.

This bit of space is still reserved
for your contributions,
1
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Huddersfield Motor Club ... one of the best websites around !
www.huddersfieldmc.co.uk
Includes information about membership, social and sports
events, photo galleries, and regular meetings.
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